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( 7?enrl before  the Americrin Philosophical h’ociefy, Dec. 30t71,1878.) 

I t  is indeed fortiiuat(: that tlic cases arc few which demand the interven­
tion of armed troops for tlic suppression of lawless mobs intent upon acts 
of violence. It is nevertliclcss true that at rare intervals tlie employment 
of tlic inilitary force hccomes neccsssry for the preservation of public order 
and securit,y. Such omisions liavc ariscn in the recent past, and may oc­
ciir in  tlic future. 

I t  mill bc ruiderstood i n  tlic trcxtment of‘ this subject that the troops re-
I’i~rredto :&remilitia, alLliougb in yennral tIi(: r ~ ~ l c sto be observed are, of 
( ,iurse, tlic stun(: wlictlicr regulars or i n  I are employed. The general 
:.(‘i~derwill also unders(:md that,, tlic subject heing treated from a military 
[mint of view, the scrious questions of law and fact wllicli precede the call­
ing out of troops for tlie supprimion of violence arc not considered. The 
~.; isesupposcd is siin1)ly as follows. viz. : an ariiied and turbulent mob ex­
ists in a h r g e  city, tbc: civil :uitlroritics are powerless to suppress violence. 
:is it lirst resort, tlic iriilitiiry force lias bcwi tliily and prqwrly called upon, 
: t n c l  1;Lwfully cm~’o\\erf~clto M.t. 

Now, two c;tscs ni:iy occiir. The ~no l )may exist in tbc city in wliich 
I lie troops a1re:uly ILI’C’ ; or tlic: troops may be called upon to go t,o a remote 
Itoint to enforce tlie la\vs and restore order. Tliese cases will be considered 
w pnratelg. 

Cnse I. A larkc city is in  it state (I f  tumult .  An armed mob exists. 
The civil authorities Iiavc eni1e:r~oredto suppress the disturbance, arid are 
powerless to do so. What are tlie properThe military are called upon. 
precautions to be takcn, and the proper movements to be made ‘! 

It will be presuiiied t lu t  tlierc is in the city one brigade, consisting of 
three resinients of inhntry, a troop of cavalry, and a battery of artillery. 

The coininands are proniptly assembled at thcir respective armories fully 
armed and equipped. h proper supply of ammunition is issued to each 
commancl. At. the several armories the following dispositions will be 
made. A sti.oiig, arniccl giitild slroiild iiiiniecliately be plwed at the doors 
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n n c l  in front of tlie building. If a mob collects outside, and threatens to 
force its way in, t,lie doors and windows sliould be barricnded with any-
thing that m:ry be :it liand (di:iirs, tables, benches, etc., will serve for this 
pnrposei, and a 1)roper force is to  be placed at  e;tcli opcning to repel any at­
t;icli. tlint may be made. I t  will, however, i n  most cases be unnecessary to 
inake such dispositions as these, as in circumstances of this kind the inob is 
gcnerally occnpicd at some rcniote point. I t  sliooltl also be here remarked 
that it adds much to the esprit de corps  of the soldiers, and also materially 
impresses a mob of undisciplined men, if the troops are in full uniform, 
provided that uniform is a serviceable one, as it sliould be. Everything 
should be adjusted with tlie sanie 1)recision as if tlic troops were going 
upon parade. TVliite gloves sliould be worn, tlie drum corps should be 
prcsent, and the proper officers slionld bc mountecl ; this last is very ini­
portant, as ;i coinlimnding officer on foot h:is not tliat control of his c o n ­
niaiid wliicli lie lias when monnteil, lie cannot scc his men, nor can they 
observe liim or understand his orders. The cav:rlry sliould also be nionnted 
:ind horses slioultl be provicled for tlie h t t e r y  of artillery. I n  other words 
tlic cornmnnds slionld be equipped for the field. Tliey will tlien be in 
proper condition to figlit, if it is necessary 

Thc commnncls will be concentrated at  some central point, which sliould 
be sel(~tec1sonicwliat remote from tlie scene of disturbance. I n  moving 
from the respective :~rnioriesto tlie place of “ rendezvous ” tlie several 
coinimrnda slionld avoid any nnnercssary noise or excitcnicnt. I f  possiblc 
they slioultl reach tlic point at whicli tlic brigade is ordered to asseiiiblu 
witliout coming into collision wit11 any portion of the mob. If, Iiowcver, 
tlie passagc of any coinmand is obstructed and meets with armed resist:~ncc 
tlic conimnntl so attackeci slionld imniecliatcly lialt and prepare to force 
its way to its dostination. If :I regiment of infui , i t  sliould be formetl 
i n  column of compnnies o r  divisions. A line of rmisliers sliould then 
be sent forw:rrd from the leading coinlmny for tlie purpose of driving tlie 
mob from it,s position. Tlie skirniislicrs slionld :ipproacli as near as possi­
ble to tlie encmy’s line or dcfenscs, taking advantage of any cover that 
may be xv;~ilable,and slionlcl reply rapidly to liis fire. If necessary tlic 
slrirniish line ciin be reinforced by  successive lines of skirmishers. Thc  
firing slionlcl continue until the enemy’s fire is entirely silenced, when a 
cliitrge inay be niade upon his position with tlie object, of driving hini from 
the streets. 

Unless protectetl by barricades i t  is not probable that the mob will long 
witlistand the fire froin tlie skirmish line, and as soon as it is dispersed the 
regiment should proceed to its destination. 

The cavalry and nrtillcry sliould pursue somewlint similar tiictics : that 
is t,o say, they sliould endeavor to reach tlie point of concentration quietly 
and without distnrhnnce ; but i f  the mob sliould block their way and dis­
pute their passagc by forcc,, decisive nieasiires should be resorted to. I n  
other wc>rds,it is cxpectecl tlint tlie several coniniands of the brigade will 
I,e at  the “ rendezvous” at the appointetl Iitnir, and they u-ill go there, 
1)c:icefuIly if tlivy C X I I ,  forcilily i f  they must. 

I 



3 

I t  is necessary to stat.e that in all ciises the General in conimand sliould 
detail a particular battalion of infantry to proceed to the armory of tlie 
battery of art.iilery and escort it to tliv place of formation of tlie brigade. 
This force of infantry will prevent the artillery, slioulcl it be suddenly at-
tacked, from falling into the hands of tlie mob, by holding the niob in 
check until the pieces can be unlimbered and broaglit into actiou. As soon 
;IS this is done and fire is opened from three or four pieces witli canister, it 
is probable the artillery will be able to protect itself. The infantry can 
then be moved to the rear and act as a reserve. 

The several coninrands of tlie brigade having arrived at tlie place of for­
mation aq ordered by the General, should be formed into tliree columns,” 
as follows : the centre consisting of tlie battery of artillery and a regiment 
of infantry, and the riglit and left columns consisting of the remaining 
regilnents of infantry ; tlic cavalry being assigned to tlie weaker command. 

Tlle infiintry of the centre coluinn should be formed in “close column 
by divisions.” This formation is known as ‘ ( the order preparatory for 
battle ;” it preparcs tlie troops for rapicl deployment, anil enables them to 
1)cspeedily cleployecl in line of battle. 

Tlic infantry of the riglit and left columns should be formed in column 
of coml)t~niesor divisions at full clistmce. This formation mill enable them 
to forin line of battle by a simple wlieel of tlie subdivisions to the right or 
left, as the case may be, i f  atta.cked in flank. The centre column is free 
from this danger, being protected by tlie columns on its flanks. 

The centre column should be pi eceded by an advance-guard composed 
of a company of well-disciplined troops selccted from the regiment of iu­
fiinfry assigned to that column. The artillery should follow at a distance 
of about tliree liunclrecl yards in column of sections, tlie pieces leading, and 
each caisson with rimmunition following immediately behind its piece. 
The regiment of infiintry should bririg np the rear. By placing the corn­
1’;iny of infiiii ry flan ad.vance-guarc1in front of tlie main column, it will 
prcvent :my danger from a surprise ; and should tlie moh be encountercd 
sooner than contemplatccl, the infantry of tlie advance-guard will be able 
to liold it in clieclr for a few moments until the lending pieces of artillery 
cnn be unlimbered and 1o:idecl. 

In moving towards tlie district occiipied by tlie mob, the three columns 
sliould proceed simultaneously by pandlel streets, within easy supporting 
distance of each other ; the lieacls of column should be kept. as nearly as 
possible abreast. They will thus arrive at the scene of disturbance together, 
and striking tlie mob at clifforent points, produce a inore decided effect. 
Communication between tlie three columns should be constantly main­

*The advisability of forming the  brigade in to  three columns of abtack is, of 
1 course, somewhat dependent upon circumstances. In  the  case of a brigade or­

gnnized as the one in  question is supposed to be,andinaci tywhich hasasys temi 	 of parallel streets lending towards the  district occupied by themob,  this forma­
tion would be considered preferable. The brigade may not  be of sufficient 
strenghh to admit  of i ts  being d iv ided , in  which case one or two columnsi should be formed.

i

I 



4 

taincd, and slioriltl one of the columns be resisted in its march, tlie others 
shonld halt and winforce it if necessary. Troops froin tlie column not a.t­
taclied would thus take t,he mob in flank and demoralize it. At the head 
of each column sliould be a nuiiiber of workmen equipped with picks, axes, 
crowliars, and similar tools to enable them speedily to reiiiove any obstruc­
thns that may have been placed in the road to impede tlie march of the 
troops. 

The march of the three columns from the place of formation to the place 
occupied by tlie mob is known in war :is a “niaii~~ivre-ii i :~rch,”and, “ it is 
SO called for the reason that it lias not, for its object a simple gain of ground, 
i ts  is the case with an ordinary march, but  to reach a suitable position on 
t l l c  field when i i  battle may follow. It is executed in the immediate neigh­
borhood of the enemy, a i l d  really under his observation. I t  sliould {“here-
fore be chtiracterized by perfect order and great celerity.” * 

Upon arriving near the scene of action :I strong line of skirmislierst 
dionld be deployed a few I i t~~idreclyards in  front, of each colunin, and :L 
portion of the infantry of’tlic two fl:mk columns should be deployed in line 
of battle if tlie ground aclniits of such  deployment. The skirniisliers 
should niove forward and endeavor to clear the ground in front of the lines. 
I f  the inob yields, tlie line of 1,attle arid the innin body of the troops can 
follow. If the niob Iiolds the gro~indand resists by force of arms, the 
skirniisliers should fire I l l ion the mob, and avniling tlieiiiselves of any sliel­
ter that may present itself, sncli as trees, telegrapli-poles, doorsteps, etc., 
endeavor to silence the enemy’s fire. If considered clesirahle the skir­
mishers and ridvance-guard in front of the centre colnnin can be withc?mwn, 
aiid fire n iny  bc opened upon the 1nob with the artillery. The skirmish line 
(‘:in be reinforcetl if  necessary by successive lines of skirmishers sent forward 
froni tlie line of  h t t l c .  

In active street fighting the mounted ofticers sliould be careful not to 
uspose thcniselrcs tinnecessarily to the enemy’s fire. The various niove­
nients of the skirniisli line, “ the adv;tnce,” “ the retreat,” etc., should 
l i e  indicated by the trumpet. The trumpeter should remain constantly 
by the side of tlie officer conini:inding the skirmish line and should so~intl 
tlic various calls under liis imniediatc dirrxtion. 

I f  the mob is not lichiiiif L,xrricades tlie artillery slionlcl nse c;inister (can­
ister being less destructive to property tlinn gral)e, solid shot, or sliell, and 
prnbably morc effective for this pirrposo at  closc r:ingc). If the enemy is 
protected by dcfcnscs, it may he necess:iry to i w :  slic.11 and solid shot to tlis­
lodge him, 

The firin2 of the skirmish line and !lie :irtillcry, if iisetl, slioultl 1)e coil­
iinucd until tlie enemy’s fire is silenced. \rlicn R clinrqe slio~iltll)c mtde  by 
i i  portion of tlic infantry from the three columns, :tntl tlic, niol) should be 
;lriven by tlie troops until it is cntirely dispersed. 

’/. I )11 fclnr. 

+Thebest method of deployinl:sliir’rr~i~Iiel‘s
i n  n s t r w l  is to form the company. 

o v  bnttnlion in  line, i l i i t l  t h e n  cteploy by tile n u m b  ’ csplained i n  I’ar :I,% 
l * ~ ! I o n ~ s‘l’a,,ti(%. 
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If it slioiild bc necessary, a portion of the reserves from the rear of each 
column can be brought into action and  the line of battle be extended. 

The cavalry in clinrging slioulcl follow the remnants of the mob for a 
considerable distance, with the view of preventing it from again concen­
trating. 

Upon the dispersion of tlie mob the troops should be so disposed as to 
hold the ground. The dispositions that should be niacle would, of course, 
depend on circumstances. If necessary, barricades sliould be tlirown u p  
actoss tlie principai streets. Tlie comnmnding ground in the vicinity 
sliould be occupied, but  under no eircunistnnces sliould the troops be sta­
tioned in a building where they can be surroundcd, or in snch n position as 
mo!iid place tltcni in  a state of siege by the niob. 

Gme 11. When the troops are required to go to a distant place, a remote 
city, controlled by a mob, the nioveincnts would be solnewhat similar upon 
arriving on the ground. The following points should, however, be care-
folly considered : 

The troops wonld, in all probability, be transported by mil. They sllonltl 
be tIioroLigli1y armed and  cynipped as in the previous case. The inen 
sliould 1i:ive their overcoats and blankets, and be supplied with rations nntl 
;iinniunition. Transportation should be fiirnisliecl for the horses of the 
cav;ilry, artillery, and niounted officers, and in general it may be said that 
the conimand should be prepared for a campaign, and be able to rely upon 
its own resources. This W071ld make the men independent, comfortable, 
and cai~ableof enduring privation. The experience of all wars demon­
strates this fact, that the efficiency of tioops is very greatly increased by 
their being properly clothed and fed. 

I n  moving troops by rsil tllrough a country likely to be hostile, grent 
care and extmordinary prectintions sliould I)e taken. The possibility of ac­
cident to the triiins containing the main body of the troops and tlie horses 
and b;igsage should be carefully guarded against. 
h spcci:il train consisting of a locomotive and one or two cars sl~onlclbe 

sent in aclvance. A company of infsntry under the conimand of :in ex­
pericnccd officer, and a strong gang of workmen, provided with tools, 
should be smt ,  with this train. The bridges should be carefully examined, 
; ~ n dwlieii one is crossed tlie advanced guard sliould hil t  and wait until the 
trnins contniiiing tlie main l ~ o d yof the troops romc up. This p1:in of ac­
tion will prevent the possibility of the bridgc being burnt or destroyed by 
eiicniic~lying in nnibusli. a n d  wlio nlap allow the advance-guard to pass 
hy in  ordcr to slip in between it iuid the main columns. 

The several trains cont:~iningllie main body of the troops and the horses 
and basgage, etc., sliould kccp as close to cacli other as safety froin acci­
dent will ~)erniit. In ptisaing tlirougli t,owns where danger is apprehended, 
a strong advance-guard sliould be sent in front of the trains. It might also 
be desirable to have a line of troops march on eithcr side of the cars, and to 
make dixpositiona to force a passage or repel 011 attack. The treins should 
close i i 1 )  to cncli other as they lmss tliroiicli tlie towns on the route, and the 



iiirn slioiild not 11c perniitted to Ii:tve any coniinunication with the inliab­
itants. I t  is liartlly necessary to state that tliere shonlil 1)e a strong guard 
with the horses and bagg:tge. A renr-gunrcl is also required. 

I n  passing tlirougli tunnels niicl clefilrs the utiiiost precaution is necessary. 
A I)ocly of troops, if tnlien unawsres, in such a position, is in great d:ingcr 
of being destroyed. Before passing tlirough R cut, or defile, tlie General 
slioold :tssLiTe himself that the surrounding lieiglits are not occopied ; if  
they :we, the cuemy must be driven from tlieiii before tlie trains are per­
mitted to enter tlie pass. 

A tunnel sliould not be entered until it is found to be ent;rely clear, :tnd 
after the passage of tlie advance-gaarcl, one train only should pass tlirougli 
at :I t inie. 

If,in 1i:issiiig tlirough the country, it should be focnd that the entire popula­
tion is alarn1cd :tiid opposed to tlic ~iassagcof the troops, uiie I)rig:Lde sliould 
not :itteinpt to penetrate :my fartlicr, lest it gencml uprising of the popula­
tion might occur, and the “line of coiiimuriic:ition” of the troops from 
ilicir “ Irase of snpplies ” lj(;iIig clit, the entire coniniaiid niiglit be siir­
roii iidctl a i i  (1 capt wed. 

Sucli precautions :is these every cii11ablc General will olmrrc. ‘rlieir neg­
lect 1i:as at  tiincs caiised disaster and ruin. 

Tjiidcr no circiinistniices sliould the trains be rim directly into the city 
which is under  cont,rol of the niob ; socli action woultl be  in  tlic liigliest 
degrce inipriitlent, as tlic niob would, i n  all 1irolxibility, be w:iitiiig for the 
troops :it the depots, and by attaclting tlieni while in tlic ctirs, :ind unpre­
”:ired for :in assult, gre:it confusion iind loss ~roulilrrsnlt, if indeed the en-
tire command sliould be fortiinate eiiougli to escape ront. 

Upon nearing the city, the  tr;iinr slioultl close ripon cacli other and  pro­
ceed with tlic utniost caution. Upon :irrivina within a short march of  tlrc 
cit,y, n r i~rthe snhirbs ,  and if possible wlicre convcnicnt roads Irul into tlie 
t o j v n ,  tlic trains sliould 1)e Id tc~t l ,tlie troops including the artillery and 
c:tv:ilry, slioultl be discinl):irktd f‘roin the CILI’S,and  the several commands 
1)tX f‘orlilcd. 

If tlircc p:ir;illcl ro:ids or streets lead into tlie city, a form:ttion siniilnr to 
that, pursued in ( h e  I .  (>in be followed with :itlvantnge. That is to say, 
tlie I<rig:ado can lie foriiicd in three columns and u i te r  the city 1 ) ~ -tlircc 
1i:tr:illel strects, tlie coluiiins being within e:isy supporting distance of e:tcli 
other. If this p l i ~ i iis lint, lil’acticablc (:incl tlie General can :il~raysdecide 
this lwint, :is lie 1%i l l  linrc ivitli Iiini a 1)laii of tlic city, sliowing tlie loca­
tion of the xeverd strects, etc.), lie will be obliged 10 niove in one or t, \vo 
coliiiiins. In either case his conini:iiid mrist 1)c preceded by an ndr:incc­
gunrd, :mcl strong gangs of  workmen, cnli:ilile of leveling any  ol)struc­
tions that may be met with. I f  possible “ fl:inliers,” consisting of sinall 
botlies of men,  slionld be tlirown out upon liotli flznlrs, their commanding 
oficer being instrnctecl to notify the General :is soon its t,lie position of the 
mob in tlic city is fonnd. H e  will thus be enalilcd to miikc liis dispositions 
intclligently, :uid prcl~:ir(:for tlic attack. 
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In entering into tlic tliickly built up portion of tlie city, it may be found 
that the liouses on either side of tlie streets through which the troops must 
Imss are occupied by the mob, who begin firing on the troops. If  such a 
state of atfairs sliould be found, tlie General must immediately halt his 
conimancl, and detail :I certain portion of i t  to clear the houses on 
either side of his way. Infiantry only is serviceable for tliis purpose, and 
it' the mob is determined in its resistance, severe fighting will have to be 
clone. If  the liouses are detached and standing alone, they should be cap­
tured by snrrouncling tliein ; if contiguous, and vigorously defcnded. a 
piissage may be mncle from one to tlie other by breaking tliroiqli the sepa­
r,iting walls, meetiiig the enemy hand to hand, and conipelling his sub-
mission. 

I n  no case should tlie General move his comniai~dforward while he is ex-
posed to a flank fire from tlie liouses on either side of the street. I n  this 
case the s:une rule is applicable as is prescribed for the passage of defiles, 
viz. : first, clear the enemy froin the surrounding heights before entering 
the pass. A violation of  this rule may lead to serious results. 

The liouses on eitlicr side of the streets being cleared, the General can 
make the sanie dispositions as were applicablein Case I. If  the mob should 
resist his progress in front, the skirmishers that were deployed in front of 
the line of battle should iinniediately open fire upon tlie enemy's position, 
and protecting tlirnisclvcs by cover as much as possible, endeavor to 
silence his fire. I f  tliis is successful, a charge may be made upon him in 
force. A strong reserve should a150 be kept in tlie rear, which can be 
moved to any point that may be threatened. 

After the niob has been clispersed tlie troops sliould I)oldly take posses­
sion of a conininnding position in the town and await furtlicr developments. 
Under no circamstanccs should tlie troops be shut up in a 1)nilding where 
tlicy can be besicTed and their "base of supplies " be cut off. Experience 
lias sliown the folly of such action. Troops witlioiit water and food are 
quickly overcome, and they sliould not be placed in a posiLion 1% here such 
:I niisfoi tune can occur. 

If  it is pcmible that the niob may reassemble in great numbers and return 
to attack the troops in their position, with the intention of driving them from 
tlie placc, the position should 1 ) ~at oncc fortified by throwing up earthworks 
and  barricades. In  the construct ion of these defenses the \vorlrmrn before 
ieferred to \\ill be found of gicnt service. Uiirricades can be construct­
(4 of anything that may be at hnntl. Paring-stones, \\ agons, carts, furni­
ture, bedding, etc., can be usccl. The  artillery sliould be placed where it 
will swcq) the ground in front of the defenses. The troops should then 
calmly await the approach of the niob, and upon its arrival within about 
orit' hundred yards, siniultaneonsly pour upon it a tire tliat will destroy it 
and pievcmt tlie possibility of another attack. 

This fact sliould be remembered, tliat as a general rule in these cases a 
display of weakness or liesitation on the part of the troops or their coin­
mancling officers will proportionately augment the courage and numbers of 



the mob and incite it to acts of violcnce. Eold m c l  resolute action, when 
action is necessary, will in tlie end save mucli bloodsliccl and prevent great 
destruction of property. 

I t  slioi~ldbe observed that i n  tlie consideration of this subject, one 
brigade of troops only has been considered. Sliould it be found iiecesssry 
to eniploy more t h m  one brigade, a division may be used aclvnntageously. 
The general movements of the troops, and the plan of action to be followed, 
will be substantially tlie same wlietlier a briqsde or a division be employed, 
i i l t l icqli  in the latter case the movements will be on :I more extended 
scale. A strong display of a. well disciplined slid skillfL~lly-lianclltdforce 
will in iiiost instrtnccs be sufficient in itself to suppress the mob. 

fV~dmIr7p? i i r~ ,Dc?.. lh73. 
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